President Gorbachev was yesterday the first and last leader to leave office in the now defunct Soviet Union without being removed by Communist Party coup or the grim reaper. His resignation sets a personal seal on the end of a regime which he struggled for nearly seven years to revitalise and on an empire that he fought to the last to preserve. 1 Boris Yeltsin's inheritance as leader of the Russian State was not an easy one. The euphoria of the early Gorbachev years with the emergence of perestroika and glasnost was followed by the disillusionment of the 1990s, as more and more people felt that Gorbachev was not going to 'deliver the goods'.
In education too the period of euphoria was over. The principles of perestroika and the democratization and humanization of education which Yagodin had called for in 1988 at the Congress of Education Workers, and which had been developed by his successors, Eduard Dneprov and Yevgeny Tkachenko, were all very well. However, without the funding to carry them out, or even to pay the teachers, it was difficult to concentrate on such concepts as greater flexibility of teaching methods, and the introduction of reforms recommended by the teacher innovators in the 1980s. In spite of the problems, the policy of differentiation continued to be supported and implemented. This chapter aims to describe the changes of the post-Gorbachev era and to portray some of the many types of schools which had developed, and continued to develop in this period.
DIFFERENTIATION AND CHANGE
By this time a variety of new schools with special profiles had evolved. By the beginning of the 1991-92 school year there existed 306 gymna-sia, with 235 000 pupils, and 200 lycees with 117 000 pupils. By 1 December 1991, in Russia, 85 non-state (private) schools had been registered, in which 67 000 children were studying.
2 The increase in the development of lycees and gymnasia continued and by the school year 1993-94 the numbers had more than doubled to 1190. The number of non-state educational institutions had risen from 85 to 300 by 1992-93 and to 386 by 1993-94. 3 There was a gradual increase in the number of pupils in general education between the years 1989-90 and 1991-92, an increase which had begun after the school reform of 1984, when the period of compulsory education was raised to include the ninth class. In the 1989-90 school year there were 19 897 000 pupils in 67 270 schools, whereas by the 1991-92 school year there were 20 427 000 pupils studying in 67 891 schools. As there was not a corresponding increase in the provision of extra places, the number of general education schools working in two shifts grew from 17 700 in 1988-89 to 21 500 in 1991-92, that is a rise from 27.1 per cent to 32.5 per cent of all schools. The number of schools working in three shifts rose from 300 to 700, from 0.6 to 1 per cent of all schools. Figures were higher for urban schools where they rose from 66.3 per cent to 70.1 per cent working in the second shift and from 1.9 per cent to 3.3 per cent in the third shift. 4 The shortage of places in schools continued. By the year 1993-94 the number of children in general secondary education was 20 564 500, an increase of only 0.67 per cent over the year 1991-92, but the number of new student places available dropped from 1991 to 1993 by 25 per cent.
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS IN GENERAL EDUCATION SCHOOLS
Anyone who has visited secondary schools in Russia will know that the general standards of internal plumbing, even when they exist, are not of a high standard. In 1991/92 only 38.8 per cent of general education schools were equipped with all modern facilities. 37.5 per cent were without running water, 29.1 per cent did not have central heating and 48.5 per cent had no indoor sanitation. Only the St Petersburg schools were 100 per cent supplied with these facilities; Moscow followed with 92.7 per cent. Some of the least well equipped, where less than 10 per cent had all services, were the areas of Dagestan, Altai and Sakha (Yakutia). 6 Figures for the state of the school buildings were not more encouraging. 30.6 per cent were in need of major repair and 6.2 per cent in seriously poor condition.
